
LONDON BOROUGH OF LEWISHAM 
 

Minutes of the Lewisham STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION (SACRE) 

which was open to the press and public and was held on  
Wednesday 9th March 2016 at the Lewisham Islamic Centre, 363 – 365 Lewisham High 

Street, SE13 6NZ 
 

Agreed by Lewisham SACRE on 13 December 2016 
 
Present: 

GROUP A Dr Mehdi Dabestani Baha’i) Pastor Nick Hughes 
Free Church (Assemblies of God) 

Vallipuram Bala (Hinduism) Luke Donnellan (Humanism) 

Mohammed Barrie (Islam) Imam Shakeel Begg (Islam) 

David Hutchens (Buddhism) Sarwoar Ahmed (Islam) 

Gerald Rose (Judaism)  

GROUP B 
(The 
Church of 
England) 

Shaun Burns John Goodey 

Revd Juliet Donnelly  

GROUP C 
(Teachers) 

Karen Hansen (NUT)  

GROUP D 
(The Local 
Authority) 

Councillor Jacq Paschoud (LA 
member) 

Councillor Janet Daby (LA member) 

Dinah Griffiths (School Governors 
Primary; chair) 

 

Others Present: 

 Denise Chaplin (RE School Improvement Officer) 

Stephen Sealy (interim SACRE clerk) 

 
1 Welcome; apologies for absence 
 
The meeting begun at 6.37pm. 
 
Apologies were accepted for Kate Bond, Kim Knappett and Gurbakhsh Singh Garcha. The 
meeting was also notified that both David Hutchens (Buddhism) and Joan Goldberg 
(Judaism) would attend later. Apologies were received later from Gail Exon and Joan 
Goldberg did not eventually attend.  
 
Dinah Griffiths welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
2 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising not on the full agenda 
 
With regard to the record in section 3 that Claire Adams had “fallen out of contact”, Denise 
clarified that it had been decided to see if she would attend this meeting. 
 
With reference to Denise’s update in section 3 on the nomination of a new Baha’i 
representative, Dr. Dabestani confirmed that he was the new representative. 
 
With reference to the last paragraph in section 5, Luke remarked that this should have stated 
that he would send the University of Goldsmiths report out, rather than Denise sending it to 
him. 



 
David Hutchens arrived at this point in the meeting. 
 
Notwithstanding the corrections above, the minutes of the last meeting were reflected as a 
true record of the meeting. 
 
Shaun commended the clerk for the comprehensiveness of the minutes. 
 
 Confirmation of order of business for the meeting 
 
All assented to the order of business laid out in the minutes. 
 
3 Matters arising 
 
RAMADAN ADVICE 
Denise reported that this advice had been issued to schools. She had informed Sara 
Williams, the Executive Director of Children and Young People that Imam Shakeel intends to 
add a supplement to this advice that will reflect the advice that the mosque will be giving to 
their community around children fasting in school. 
 
 
Denise explained that Imam Shakeel will make it available to his community, especially 
young people and their parents, while Lewisham schools will be sent it via Headteachers’ 
Mailing. Imam Shakeel responded that the first draft will be finalised over the next few weeks 
and Denise informed him that the final version will be required four-weeks before Ramadan 
to enable it to be appropriately communicated in the Headteachers’ mailing.  
 
It was reported that the Imam at Woolwich Mosque is doing a similar activity and Imam 
Shakeel expressed hope in seeing this document. 
 
RESPONDING TO CRISES 
It was agreed to revisit this point later. 
 
PROGRESS ON LAST YEAR’S EXAM DATA 
Denise reported that an anonymised version of this had been sent to schools’ headteachers 
and subject leaders for them to check their data and comment. One school had responded 
to say that they had one re-marked paper, while Addey and Stanhope also responded, 
commenting on their short course GCSE which had not been available at a national level.  
At a later date, Denise hopes to report Addey and Stanhope’s future plans now they have 
decided not to enter students for a short course. 
 
Denise reported that at this stage she will close the door on responses from other schools 
and will begin to draft the remainder of the SACRE’s Annual Report around this section. 
 
Shaun commented that the fact this was discussed at the SACRE meeting would mean this 
would be recorded in the minutes anyway. 
 
4 Membership 
 
Denise commented that most of the vacancies were Christian churches. 
 
Cllr Daby reported that she had contacted several leaders from local churches.  Denise 
reported  that she had subsequently contacted someone from the New Testament Church of 
God with regard to membership. Denise had explained that they would need to be 



sponsored by their church but unfortunately subsequently hadn’t heard anything for two 
weeks. 
 
Revd Juliet Donnelly reported that she planned to advertise for members also.  Shaun Burns 
reported that he was pursuing a way to fill the vacancy from the Church of England. 
 
Dinah thanked all members for their work regarding filling the vacant positions. 
 
In response to a question by Gerald, Dinah explained that Monsignor Rothon was in good 
health and had attended the last SACRE meeting. She committed to writing him a note 
expressing that the committee missed him. 
 
Imam Shakeel informed that group that he would stay for the duration of the meeting but 
would leave temporarily for his prayers. 
 
 
5 A new settlement for RE 
 
Denise reported that she had emailed the Charles Clarke and Linda Woodhead Report out 
to the committee members previously. The authors had asked for further feedback on the 
report after a few other SACREs had volunteered their responses to it, which was why it was 
on the agenda. She explained that currently they just have anecdotal evidence but wanted to 
know what those in the field considered the issues to be. 
 
She clarified her view that it wasn’t the SACRE’s role to discuss the future of faith schools, 
so SACRE would focus on RE, Collective Worship and SACREs. 
 
Denise invited the group to divide into groups of three with each group discussing and then 
reporting back on the bullet-points on pages 5 and 6 of the NASACRE Briefing document. 
 
When the proposed discussion time had expired, a further ten minutes was requested by 
Denise reflecting the engagement by the committee in these discussions. 
 
At this point Bala made a temporary exit, Councillor Daby left the meeting and Councillor 
Paschoud arrived. 
 
The committee then resumed its plenary format and invited each group to feedback on their 
discussions. Dinah said that she and Denise would respond to the points of the report based 
on the clerk’s noting of the main points.  
 
Collective Worship:  
 
Q: How would the government ensure that individual schools and academies would take this 
new arrangement seriously if they are not, according to the report, taking the current 
settlement seriously? 
 
There had been a lot of discussion in groups and this continued across the SACRE during 
the feedback.  
 
Main Points: 
 
Probable that collective worship isn’t being provided daily in many schools.   
 
While the report reflects what is currently happening, it fails to give anything back; it needs to 
communicate clearly what improvement looks like.  



 
Schools are letting children down by not giving them an opportunity to reflect on their place 
in the world. 
 
There was some discussion about what an act of worship looked like, to which Juliet 
suggested a story, silence and an opportunity to reflect together. 
 
There was a general exchange on the relationship between assemblies and acts of worship. 
As background to the discussion, SACRE were reminded that the Government had provided 
non-statutory guidance on this in1994 but that it had never defined what good quality 
Collective Worship looked like.  
 
 
Concerns and comments: 
 

 The words collective worship make people think children are being asked to pray to 
someone. The phrase ‘collective worship’ is misleading to parents and faith and 
belief communities.  

 

 The key thing is how worship is defined. 
 

 Confusion in society and schools about the difference between collective and 
corporate worship. 

 

 This is of concern in case young people are expected to pray as if they belonged to a 
(different) religion.  

 

 Lewisham SACRE, like many others had produced advice on Collective Worship in 
the past.  

 

 The word ‘worship’ had its roots in a word  (worth-scip) meaning worthy, and 
suggested that this meaning be emphasised.  

 

 Effective worship would enable both a secular child and religious child to learn to 
respond and reflect on what was said. Skill in doing this means no one’s faith being 
compromised. 

 

 Several members agreed that they see ‘worship’ as being a religious act and so they 
expressed preference for the word ‘reflection’. 

 

 Collective worship was previously inspected by Ofsted, albeit more prescriptively by 
some than by others. However a positive outcome of the inspection focus was that it 
made schools consider how it could be a positive part of the day and many more 
schools tried to make it a good experience. 

 

 SACRE were concerned that some school children may have been asked to pray as 
if members of the Christian faith when that was not the case. 

 

 One problem is schools’ autonomy; it is hard to know what is happening.  
 

 The Chair recalled a school being ‘failed’ in their inspection owing to their being no 
“awe and wonder” in their worship.  She said that a lot of time had been spent in the 
past  writing to the Chief Inspector after seeing Ofsted reports where there were 
inspectors expecting to see prayer too who had criticised the schools.  



 

 Gerald reported that during his twenty years teaching in Bonus Pastor College he 
would attend the assemblies that were not characteristically Roman Catholic; it was 
about morals and lessons. Staff were told to end the day with prayer and this 
arrangement worked well. 

 

 Assembly is different to an act of collective worship. 
 

 Juliet and John G both remarked that their schools have daily acts of collective 
worship. John said he felt it was one of the most meaningful times of the day, one he 
enjoyed leading.  

 

 Such times can be precious for developing one’s soul. John suggested that it’s an 
existential experience, the essence of which is reflecting on something outside of 
oneself. 

 

 Worship of the type found in schools with a religious character isn’t appropriate in 
non-faith schools. John remarked that when he has held assemblies incorporating 
time for reflection these have differed from how he has led worship in faith schools. 
He is comfortable inviting children to pray in a Christian school but felt it would be 
wrong to do this in a non-faith school. 

 

 National guidance should not be developed by political officials.  
 

 Resources and training are essential for Collective Worship to be delivered in a way 
that doesn’t threaten anyone and is a meaningful, quality experience. 

 

 Assemblies may include an act of worship. It was pointed out that the law refers to 
this as collective worship, but its effectiveness depends on the confidence of those 
leading. 

 

 SACRE members wondered whether it isn’t a high enough priority for head-teachers 
to engage with. 

 

 John and Nick highlighted the fact that parents retain a right to withdraw but it was 
commented that doing so may thwart fruitful dialogue on the topic.  

 

 If advice “got this absolutely right” it wouldn’t be necessary for any child to withdraw. 
 
 
Agreed syllabuses 
 
Concerns and comments: 
 

 these should contain some flexibility and suggest a template which schools could 
tailor based on the characteristics of their school, or local determination with a 
national framework.  
 

 Government ministers deciding what was important would be better avoided.  

 

 A  SACRE  role in supporting syllabuses in schools is important. 
 

 The expert personnel representing the groups devising a ‘national syllabus’ must 
demonstrate that they are genuinely representative of their communities.  



 
 

 Such a body being driven by people invited to attend by friends gives rise to the 
possibility of certain ideologies being trumpeted. 

 

 David added that even within the Buddhist community they have struggled to identify 
people to fully represent the faith. 

 

 A national syllabus would have to be written so that it doesn’t say “all” Humanists/ 
Muslims etc but rather makes it clear that there is diversity within these and other  
groups. 

 
SACREs 
 
Concerns and comments: 
 

 Both Ofsted and the local authority would need to hold particular duties for this 
function to work effectively.   
 

 Shaun added that there need to be a better structure in place. 

 
 

 
At this point Dinah welcomed Abhi to the meeting. 
 
6 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development in Lewisham schools 
 
Denise reported that she had circulated the key points from Ofsted reports for the community 
schools inspected in 2015. There were two infant schools, two special schools, two primary 
schools and Haberdasher Asks Knights Academy. 
 
She explained that she perused the report identifying all that was said about SMSC and 
collective worship. She lamented that it was bland and lacking in substance in relation to 
giving SACRE a feel for the experiences offered at each school. 
 
Dinah commented that some statements were peculiar; an example being an overall 
criticism about schools while also stating that the collective worship was good. 
 
Denise reports that Torridon School was the only one where collective worship was 
mentioned, but concluded that the report couldn’t effectively be used to monitor collective 
worship. 
 
Dinah proposed that a representative from Torridon attend the next meeting 
 
7 Find out about RE and collective worship in local schools 
 
Denise reported that she was still attempting to ascertain what was happening in schools. 
She advised that by law schools are required to have their curriculum on offer on their 
website. 
 
She had produced a proforma for recording findings from the websites and invited all 
committee members who could to research schools’ curriculum. If anyone contacted her to 
volunteer she would allocate each of them a school whose website they would investigate 
and report on at the next meeting using the proforma.  



 
At this point Sarwoar and Mohammed returned. 
 
Denise explained the proforma, also clarifying – in response to a question from Gerald – that 
the gallery of events referred to actual past events rather than prospective ones. 
 
Denise reported that she had piloted this with one school but found the Religious Education 
content concerning. This provided a catalyst for her to contact them and subsequently visit 
the school. She reported that she’d also worked with a second school and highlighted the 
benefit this process provided of opening dialogue with Religious Education leaders. 
 
Denise invited the committee to let her know of any phase preferences they had, and after 
completing their research, to let her know the outcomes in case a visit to the school was 
indicated. 
 
8 Feedback on Holocaust Memorial Day 
 
Gerald reported on the Holocaust Memorial Day on 24th January at the Rivoli Ballroom. 
 
This event replaced the two events that were previously held at different sites for this 
occasion. Although the events included elements from the Jewish minister, it was not 
targeted at the Jewish community. 
 
Gerald commended Lewisham Council whose theatre production manager visits schools and 
has produced a workshop that can be used in schools. There is also an available DVD 
featuring an interview with Leanie Seigal (who was on the kindertransport at the age of 
seven) whose theme is anti-bullying. 
 
St Mary Magdalene, Gordonbrock, LESOCO, Bonus Pastor Catholic College and Catford 
and Bromley Young club were among those who took part. 
 
He explained that an interview with Rachel Levy, rather than Leanie Seigal, is used for the 
Secondary School DVD. Rachel had been selected for the gas chamber during the 
Holocaust but somehow eluded this and now, despite failing health, represents a rare 
opportunity for schools to personally meet a Holocaust survivor.   
 
He reports that he was in possession of the two DVDs which were about 15 minutes long, for 
anyone that wanted to see them. 
 
Dinah commented on how moving the event had been. 
 
Gerald also promoted the forthcoming ‘Mock Seder’ on 10th.  April. He explained that this 
wasn’t targeted at the Jewish community and invited all present to attend. 
 
9 ‘Feed the Homeless’ and ‘Mosque Open Day’ 
 
Mohammed reported that the ‘Feed the homeless’ initiative had started around March 2015, 
and that once a month the Imam and other members of the Muslim community would visit 
areas in the community giving out food to those in need. 
 
At this point Bala and Abhi left. 
 
Mohammed explained that the main December event was between the 23rd and 31st 
December. Food was donated by Muslims but, he reported, after the second day other non-
Muslim members of the community participated also. 



 
He reported the intention to do this on both a monthly and annual basis. 
 
Dinah added that Imam Shakeel had informed her of this initiative before Christmas, asking 
if she could promote it, and that a contact of hers had helped to publicise this. It was also 
publicised to schools. 
 
Shaun asked if there was any way in which the local community could be informed about this 
good news story. Councillor Paschoud commented on the difficult balance between humility 
and exposure in this respect. 
 
At this point Imam Shakeel returned. 
 
Imam Shakeel reported that there had been a mosque open day from midday to 7pm which 
between 300 and 500 people attended. He explained that every half-an-hour discussions 
were held in the main part of the mosque, and added that the intention was hold do this 
yearly. He added that this had been organised in conjunction with the Muslin Council of 
Britain. 
 
Dinah added that the food was delicious. 
 
10 Nomination of two delegates to the National Association of SACREs AGM 
 
The AGM is on May 17 at Central Hall Westminster. Denise explained that the venue 
alternates between London and Birmingham. 
 
Denise expressed interest in going, as did Luke. Both are to feedback at the following 
meeting. 
 
11 Items circulated to schools 
 
Denise reported that both the committee and schools had been sent the Community 
Cohesion & RE Update. 
 
12 Any Other Business and Information Exchange 
 
Denise reported that several SACRE members attended the training event for new SACRE 
members and that, positively, there was quite a collegiate feel about it. 
 
Shaun added that he’d attended Bala’s event in December which was enjoyable. 
 
Gerald announced that on the last Sunday in May there would be a peace walk in the local 
community, departing from the synagogue after lunch. He added that the HMS Hood Parade 
were simultaneously having a walk in the other direction to the peace walk. 
 
Gerald elaborated on the Mock Seder event at 5pm on 10 April. This is the meal service for 
Passover, and costs £5. He announced that he had tickets for this event, but that 18 March 
was the deadline for replies.  
 
13 Proposed dates for future SACRE meetings 
 
Tuesday 10 May –  Hindu Temple 
Tuesday 13 September (shared with the ASC) – Good Shepherd Church 
Tuesday 13 December – Nick Hughes will possibly accommodate 
 



Dinah thanked Imam Shakeel for hosting the meeting.  
The meeting ended at 8.50pm. 


